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federal government to control their border but otherwise stay out of their lives. In the 
past few years, Texas politicians have once again focused on federal policies that they 
view as too intrusive and as a loss of sovereignty at the state level. Texans don’t want the 
federal government to tell them how to conduct their business, whether the business in 
question is elections, guns, clean air, or social services and health care. Texans have long 
been individualistic, espousing a “pull yourself up by your bootstraps” approach to life 
and holding individuals responsible for their own welfare. In fact, the only thing that 
Texans appear to want from the federal government, then as now, is a secure frontier.

Politicians across the state continue to reflect the sentiment that the federal 
government and its policies are hostile to state interests. As governor, Rick Perry 
became the poster boy for the fight against big government in Texas. Senator Ted Cruz 
advocated obstructionism at the federal level, and former attorney general Greg Abbott 
based his political identity on challenging federal policy in almost every policy area. 
As attorney general, Abbott sued the federal government more than thirty times over 
everything from federal air quality regulations to the state’s voter identification (ID) 
law. Abbott also joined several other states in a suit challenging the constitutionality of 
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, or Affordable Care Act (ACA). During 
his time as attorney general, Abbott was famous for saying he woke up, went to work, 
sued the federal government, and went home. In true Texas style, Abbott’s response 
to disputed land along the Texas-Oklahoma border was to tell the federal Bureau of 
Land Management that they could come and take it—a reference to the flag raised over 
Gonzales during the Texas Revolution threatening the Mexican government. Today 
Abbott is leading the call for a constitutional convention to wrest power from the 

Tea Party protests 
against the growth and 
intrusiveness of the 
federal government 
illustrate an increasing 
anti-Washington mood 
in Texas. This protest, 
which took place in 
front of the Alamo, 
protested the federal 
bailouts.
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